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AJ ourney Down Surplus Street

: By nssom BABIN KATZ PR

PART Ve THE SEAFARERS

§ we continue our j(llll’l‘ty down Surplus 'Su'u.l
\v«. arrive 4t hree howsgs all built by Brewsters,
ln\ L ul} u'plm.nl\ l]u. sul.unq_ class ul'lhc X

p.uhw.w once known .\ul; ay ‘lllu ru.ul or “way to lln.

Meeting House'. A pathwg
duxllmwl\

JI;. the .ll\.‘(lf.l .uuiull

cmcrpnw\u[‘.u \u\t.uuul-lhun .

Joseph Brcws!er House
23 Surplus Slireet
This charming, restored
cape style home returns us to
the days  af  shipbuilding.
Juseph Brewster, a prosperous
shipwright, built his house

some time between 1802 and !
" house i 1K28 ot Gur from
the Ganndy homestead on part

ISOS Mg bl it for bus wile,

Sava Hant whaom he maried

an December N, 1802
Beewster bought the lot dor
SSO from lus tather-in-law
Lot Hunt swhose farm abuted
part of the properts.

I mieresting o note
how the Bouse sits facing the
cant unlike maost of the ather
hoes, which faced onte Sur-
Mus Sireet. 1 is possible the
house faced this dircction
onto a lane, which would have

»

It can ummhulc Io |h: SUC

fore than just

nrt

of the fanuly™s land, and Asa,
a4 younger brother, bougl
land and bmilt a home across
from his parent’s place on
Surplus Street.

Avownd 1833, a large twa.
 story barn wa

melded to the
A mose recent renova-

Cape”

Con of this space now pro-

4

led to his father-in-law Lot |

Hlunt™s Girm and homestead,

Brewster’s  abality 1o
merease s fand holdings i
an nudication he was stccess-
Tul i s profession as aslnp-
builider. His skl also show
w e camshinction ol Jus
tovely cape home. In 83N,
Brewster increased lus prop-
crty by buymg same neigh-
boring Lind trom his Gather.
m-law. The siame year be abse
bought a picce of bayside
property previoushy owned by
Nathanicl Cushing,

Along with his prospenity
came a large family - a total
of ten children who all grew
up in the cape home. During
the time the house was built,

Ceomented

vides a new large Kitehen and
sccond floor bedroom,  The
privy was moved lo the cast-
side of the barn addition and
mo o

Laundsy coom. “Old 1

are visthle an this section ol
the house,”

" ster House,

ln Apeil 1847, after the

death of Joseph Brewster sen-
ior at age 68 years ohl Joseph

Brewster Jr. abtained owner- |
: ship of his house which had .

been bualt on part of his par-

enis hemestcad alonyg with 60 -

rads of land after paying fis
siblings $450. In the previous

~ month, Joseph had accepted

Joscph and Sara had theee

children,  Lunice  born
1804, Joscph born 18035, and
Sumucl who wis born m

1807, Two years Lates, Eaer-

son camig, then the iwins, Sara

and Natey, wuee born oa July

20s 1K1D. Willim was born

in iX12, Asa on December 18,
1815, Janc two years later and

then 3 second Emmee in IR18.

Not surprisingly, the eng.
inal keeping room housed a
large double oven fireplace
with a 46-by-24 inch wide
stove and another 10-by-24
inch stove uscd to cook the
utany meais Sara Hunt Brew-
ster would have nceded to
feed her ten children and hus-
band.

The Brewsters were a
close knit family. Their old-
cst son, Joseph Jr. built his

S50 from Asa and his sisters

for his share in his father’s |

estite. s younger sister
Sara continucd to live in the
house  with  her
LCaunce until 1856,

For 66 yecars the house :

;
Brewster
IR6E when

remained  the
fanly  unnil

Joseph Jr. sold it for SK00 10

. the Revercnd Bartholomew

Otheman and his wife Abbic.

Fortunately many of the
home's  original  treasures
remain. - Wide pine floors,

some 14 inches wide, are

found throughout the tradi- |

tional cenler enlrance. The
original fireplaces, wainscot-
ing, windows, Christian pan-
cled doors along with a
“bourning room and small
closet on the south side of the
house remain  unchanged,”
added Mullins.

noted A and
Koevin Aallis, the cuteent -
owaers of the Joseph Brew-

daughier :

The Joseph Brewster House owned by Ann and Kevin Mulllns who appmnrlalely named Iheir dog

Brewster. Pors o Moa fana

Asa & Lydia Brewster House -

26 Surplus Street
Jonatlan Gross, a cotlin
maher v
N honse,

now 14 Sur-

his Lind 10 Asa and Lydia
Drew Brewster on March 14,
1853,

bath and -
RN
hewn beams and joining pegs

reet, sald o parcel of

m the Major

Town Histonan  Asa
most likely Jured to the sea hy
his father the stipwright, as
My yoeng men ino town
were during this tinie perniod
Ax Dusbury men looked
to the sea as a way (o provicde
for their Lamilies, the ship-
building, Gshing and the teade

was

{Above): The Asa and Lydia Bnmlel House taday. (Below): Ine

Brewster House in 1935.

Joseph and Sara Brewster
who lived dircctly across from
the property. Like his alder
brother, Joseph Jr., he was a
fisherman by trade.  “In
Duxbury fishing, like farm-

ing, was a family business,”
wrote Katherine Pillsbury, lhci salt marshes now became

Asa was the 8th child of

\
)
|
|
M
|

Parry or Do asis By Koy

Proze Casitse o Do Coer

hap-

N,

industrics prospered -« »
ing the lown, iy activ
and ity pathways,
“Transportation
began changing.

pattcras
The old

west-to-gast cart paths which |

the farmers had taken to the

roads 1 the shapyasds,” noted
Mllsbury
The peak ol Dasbuaiy™s
shupping andistey was lrom
1820 10 1840, and the 1own
“was thoroughly piven to the
-sea and aclnted mdustiies”
said Dorothy Weatworth
One g a better
ghimpae mto his seafaring
world from  records i
tained  durmg  those  (wo
Cdecades  Accordg e the
County Atlas ot (K3 (i
cxample, there were 46 ves.

can

Caels cimploved i thie cod ol
“maehorel Teshiery o Ty
T IX3T Bhe value of cndtish
aned mackered Tor the sean was
SSE8AN o ik ad
S140600 of mackerel  The
number of vessels bl tha
s year was 78 aml then
1ol value  given was
SRS, 240 wiath o total of 897
wen cmployed
Asa st have done well
tor himsell s a tishermam
Based an the Tact he was able
10 buy his own land sed banld
Ca beauttul Greek Revval
»owith Jovely columns supps
ng the frant porch Unhike Bis
b parents, Josepl and Saga Hum
s Brewster, be and s wale

Ly were ot able 1o 1l

Ul howse witle wany ctol.
E dren. Tragedy struck i 1887

~when the couple’s anly son,

B ) George, died of scarlet fever

g at the age o 16
Lydhia and Asa seanamed m
" therr beautefut Greeh Revival
home for the rest of theie
s lives. Ina 1859 Report of the
© Selectmen, their house was
assessed for $1,100 which
wans ote of the highest ain the
*dastract at that e,
Asa dhied i TR74 at the
age of 89 amd Lydia passed on
1 in June of 1887 Her death
marked the end of Brewster

Ce
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ownership in the housc and it$
association with a seafarer
family.

The house was then sold to
William James Alden Jr. or
Willy as he was known in

just across the street at 33
Surplus Street,” noted David
Corcy the current owner of
the Asa and Lydia Brewsler
House.

Alden was born in 1845,
and was single and 42 ycars
old when he purchased the
house. When  his  mother
Lylin: Woodward  died in

1892, Alden decided it was
time to scitle down and get
marricd.

“He got himself a mail-
order bride, Maria Jones of

Joseph Brewster Jr. House
47 Surplus Street

In 1828, at age 23, Joscph

Brewster, Jr. married Almira

Barker.  His father Joseph

I Brewslter provided a picce of
Duxbury. “tic had grown up |

the family land along Surplus
Street so the couple could
build their own home as they
were  cxpecting  their first
child. There is no deed for
this transaction, only a family
agreement, which was com-
mon practice in thosc days.

Joseph Jr. buift a compact
Cape similar to his parent’s
house, but he faced it to (e
street instead,  said  Hea
Richards.

Richards. purchascd the
Joseph Jr. House in 1943 with
her husband Petc, the dircctor
of Clapp Laboratorics located

couple had one son, Fredrick
Jones Alden, .

About the time that Willy
Alden got married, his father,
William James Alden, who
was living just across the
strect, decided to scll his
house and move in with the
couple. Both Alden and his
father were shoemakers and
his Dad moved his small shop
ofT the property at 33 Surplus
Street and onto the back of
Willy's yard, noted Corcy.

Part of the original front
yard fence contains an inter-
esting reminder of their fami-
ly busincss. “There is a sce-
tion ol the fence that lifts out
and was wide cnough for a
cart to bc wheeled through
and up to the back of the
house to pick up the linished
shoes they made,” said Corcey,
who kept the hidden trcasure
during renovations of the
fence.

The Alden family
remained in the house untit
1934 when Frederick Jones
Alden sold it on his mother’s
behalf.

The Joseph Brewster, Jr. House bulll in 1828. Puwro sy Atowir Baxy

a short distance away along
Washington Street which is
now Batclle Labs.

Joseph Jr. and Almira
raiscd three sons, Henry,
Joseph 111, and Wilbur, and
cach onc was born in the
Joscph Brewster Ir. housc.

When the cape was first
built it had a small ¢l off the
back, which was later
replaced with a larger el dur-
ing 8 1920s rcnovation, said
Richards.

The unusual thing about
this housc is the location of
the original kitchen. 1t is not
located in the center or back
of the home but rather on the
side, noted Richards. This
keeping room with large firc-
place and remnanis of a bee-
hive stove was shortened due-
ing renovations in order to
change the front stairwell.
Molding has been added to
one side of the hearth area to
hide the old bricks. The ccil-
ing of thc keccping room
reveals rows of beautiful
beams and at the cciling cor-
ners onc can still sce the orig-
inal wood pegs jetling oul.

Eventuaily  Joscph  Jr.

obtained title to his house and

land aficr his fathers death in
1847 when he paid his sib-
lings $450 for ownership in
the property.

In 1848, Joscph Brewslter
Jr., along with his siblings,
sold some land next to
Joscph's liouse to the town for
the purpose of a schoothouse.
This became known as the
Village School, which served
the arca’s children and operat-
ed from 1848 1o 1884, The
silc of the school was on
property currently owned by
the Cutler family, but the
building itself was moved 1o
what is now Western Way.

Life continued on for this
scafaring, hard working fami-
ly. Joscph and Almira’s boys
all grew up and moved away.
Then in 1867, Almira died of
pneumonia, al the age of 63.
Joscph Jr. remained in the
house he had built for his
family for another two ycars
before deciding 1o scll the
property to George Curtis for
$900.

Curtis sold the house for
$1100 the following year to
the Mcthodist Church for a

parsonage.

“For 15 ycars, from 1870
to 1885, the house served as a
heme for the ministers of the
Methodist Church farther
along Washington Street,”
said Richards. This church is
now known as the Pilgrim
Congregational Church.

Eventually misfortunc met
with this Brewster family.
Their son Joscph 111 ended up
living in the poor house for
about three years. Joseph Jr.,
his father, went to live with
on¢ of his other sons in Rock-
land in 1887, where he dicd
Ihe same yeur al age 82 by
“hanging by his own hands.”
noted Richards.

Bea Richards in the original keeping room of the Joseph Brewster, Jr. House.

Joscph Brewster, Jr. had
been born into a shipwright
family- the sca was his life's
work, his way of providing for
his sons and wilc. His story
ends tragically, but his well-
constructed cape cod home on
Surplus Street remains forev-
cr a symbol of a hardworking,
+ seafaring man, and is a tribute
to the woman he built it for in
1828, the love eof his life,
Almira.

Next in onr series, we witl
visit « unigue historical honse
and discover how the town
[.\m'l'il'c'(l the decline of the
'1 shiphuilding industry: through
; the ingenuity of its residems.

Hinge on main post of this stairwell inside the Joseph Brewstes,
Jr. House was installed to enable fumiture to fit up the stairs.
Proro gy Desons Karz




